


Background

e 2026 marks 250 years since the signing of the Declaration of
Independence, the first official anniversary of our nation.

e In 2025, the Town Council assigned the Parks & Recreation Department to
spearhead the planning process

e Working group formed to plan festivities and coordinate logistics,
fundraising and other campaign components

e September 2025 - Plan approved by Recreation Commission and further
supported by consensus of the Town Council.

e October 2025 - Planning commences
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Planning Workgroup

The working group planning the campaign festivities is comprised of Town staff from numerous departments as well as
representatives from local agencies. Other local agencies are welcome to join at any time during the planning process!

Town Departments Community Agencies

Senior & Social Services
Parks & Recreation
Welles-Turner Library
Youth & Family Services

Glastonbury Historical Society
Glastonbury Martin Luther
King Community Initiative

CT River Valley Chamber of

Public Safety
Marketing & Communications
e Town Manager’s Office

Commerce

Glastonbury Rotary Club
TALK

Glastonbury Pride

Note: Opportunities to participate and otherwise support this campaign will be shared community-wide as details are finalized.



Plan Overview

Incorporate America themes
in 2026 programming

. 1 or 2 signature events

Fundraise and engage
community members




Themes for America’s 250" Anniversary Programs

The America 250 | CT Commission has established 4 themes for statewide programming

and celebrations as follows:
Doing History For the
Common Good

Tell Inclusive
Stories

Find stories that were Embrace the unique | Embrace civic
oreviously untold or identities & Explore the history of engagement & continue
under-told. so all CT contributions of Connecticut’s role in work of shaping our

residents’can see communities the development of communities, state, &
themselves reflected throughout CT, | the natlf)n— nation around the

in nation’s 250+ year before, during, and its people, sites, and democratic ideals

after the historic context. outlined in our

history.

Revolutionary period. founding documents.




Potential programs for theme integration:

The 4 themes will be woven into existing Town & community programs as possible.
Programs confirmed to date at WTML include:

o Sporting events that changed America

o Summer reading challenge

o Rosie the Riveter event

Others programs currently under consideration include, but are not limited to:
e Santa’s Run Road Race
e Riverfront Music Series
e Puzzle Palooza
e Apple Harvest and Music Festival
e MLK Group community conversations
e 250 acts of kindness
e Historical Fashion Show
e Flags and banners downtown and community gathering places




Logo & Branding

To help foster community engagement, the working group
will design and develop its own marketing materials.

The Glastonbury America’s 250th Anniversary logo
pictured at right was designed by a Town staff member
and will be utilized in accordance with defined usage
guidelines throughout the campaign.*

Note: Logo use is restricted to Town of Glastonbury staff unless otherwise authorized. Usage
guidelines, along with more detailed branding criteria will be established and shared with local
agencies during the early stages of the 2025-2026 campaign. Please inquire with Town staff for
further information as applicable.
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Communication Resources

Dedicated website: www.glastonburyct.gov/Americas-250th

* eNotify subscription for community updates
Shared community calendar
Cross-promotion by partners, sponsors, etc.

Branding kit for partners/sponsors



Project Budget & Fundraising

Strategy
e [ntegrate 4 themes into existing
Town/community programs to minimize
funding needs

e Organize 1 or 2 signature events to be
funded through donations & sponsorships,
swag store, and grants/funding sources as
possible




v

gz

W E

\

N\

T NS



