2085 Manchester Rd, Glastonbury
Jessica & Kevin Davila

Project Narrative & Scope Description
Wetland Area Cleanup & Passive Nature Enhancement

The intent of this proposed project is to perform a light environmental cleanup and
passive natural enhancement within and around the existing low-lying area on the
property currently being referenced as a “vernal pool” area for identification purposes
only, as the feature has not been formally classified or confirmed.

The proposed work is intended to be minimally invasive in nature and focused primarily
on stewardship, cleanup, selective vegetation management, and improving passive
access to the area while preserving the existing natural conditions. No significant land
disturbance, grading, excavation, filling, or alteration of drainage patterns is proposed.

Proposed work generally includes:

e Removal of accumulated trash, debris, fallen branches, and downed logs throughout
the surrounding area.

» Selective clearing of poison ivy, invasive brush, and overgrowth.

» Selective removal of approximately 10-12 small trees generally estimated at 4-6
inches in diameter or smaller. No large mature trees are proposed to be removed.

e Creation of narrow passive walking trails throughout portions of the property
intended for recreational walking, nature observation, and limited family use, while
maintaining the natural wooded character of the area.
e Potential creation of a small natural sitting/viewing area intended for quiet enjoyment
of the landscape and surrounding habitat.

e Potential installation of natural wood-chip walking paths using chipped on-site brush
material where feasible.

e Potential planting of native wildflowers, pollinator-friendly plantings, and small native
vegetation intended to enhance habitat and encourage beneficial pollinator activity,
including honeybees and other pollinators.

e Potential planting of a limited number of small fruit trees or similar low-impact native
plantings in suitable upland portions of the property outside sensitive areas, if
permitted.



The intended use of the area is passive recreational and environmental enjoyment by
our family. We have two family dogs, and our goal is to create a safe and natural area
where family members can walk the property, enjoy nature, and utilize the trails
recreationally. Additionally, our son enjoys outdoor activities including bike riding, and
the proposed natural walking trails may also serve as light recreational bike paths while
maintaining a natural woodland setting and avoiding significant disturbance to the
environment.

The project is specifically intended to avoid disturbance to existing site conditions. No
importing of fill, excavation, regrading, contour modification, drainage alteration, or
work within the basin of the referenced vernal pool area is proposed. Existing grades
and hydrology will remain unchanged.

To minimize ground disturbance and soil compaction, any equipment utilized would
consist only of low-ground-pressure tracked equipment, such as a compact tracked skid
steer or compact tracked mini excavator. These machines would be used solely for light
material handling activities such as moving brush, relocating cut vegetation, and
handling small tree sections using a hydraulic thumb attachment. No wheeled
equipment is proposed.

Any tree stumps associated with the selective removal work would preferably remain in
place and be cut flush or lightly stump-ground only, specifically to avoid unnecessary
excavation or destabilization of surrounding soils and root systems.

The overall objective of this work is to responsibly clean up and improve the usability
and appearance of the area while maintaining and respecting the existing natural
environment and ecological character of the site. The intent is environmental
stewardship, passive recreation, and family enjoyment of the property rather than
development or significant site alteration.
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