GLASTONBURY CONSERVATION COMMISSION
(INLAND WETLANDS & WATERCOURSES AGENCY)
MEETING MINUTES OF THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2026

The Glastonbury Conservation Commission (Inlands Wetlands & Watercourses Agency), along
with Ms. Suzanne Simone, Environmental Planner, in attendance held a Meeting via ZOOM video
conferencing.

ROLL CALL

Commission Members - Present
Mark Temple, Acting Chair

Kim McClain, Secretary

Brian Comerford

Louis Muratore

Tony Patelunas

Commission Members - Excused
Anna Gault Galjan, Chair
Brian Davis

Chair Temple called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. and explained the public meeting process to
the applicants and members of the public.

1. INLAND WETLANDS & WATERCOURSES AGENCY
1. Informal discussion on wetland area enhancement at 2085 Manchester Road

Kevin and Jessica Davila, property owners, stated their names for the record and provided an
overview of the proposal. They explained that they are aware of the wetlands and would like to
enhance and beautify the area with minimal disturbance; large established trees will not be
removed. Mr. Davila explained that the proposal includes narrow walking paths and added that
about 10 to 12 small trees estimated at 4-6 inches in diameter or smaller would be removed. The
site has poison ivy, old engine components, bottles, buried auto parts, and other metal debris. Mr.
Davila noted that his son would use the trails for bike riding. They would like to plant some fruit
trees on-site, in an area that has some sun coming through. A sketch with the proposed trail was
shown. There will be no importing of fill, excavation, contour modification, drainage alteration, or
activity within the vernal pool area. The existing grades and hydrology will remain unchanged.
Wood chips are proposed and wildflowers and pollinator-friendly plantings will be utilized. They
will be clearing brush, poison ivy, and debris to make way for the path, and they would like
guidance on how to correctly approach this project.

Mr. Temple asked the applicants to detail why trees measuring 4-6 inches in diameter will be
removed. The Chair noted that these trees have been around for about 10-15 years. Mr. Davila
replied that the sketch is not exact and explained that they want a narrow walking trail similar to
J.B. Williams Park, which would be used for walking and biking. Mr. Temple noted that the
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Agency does not encourage removing trees and added that he understands the request to remove
debris. Some of those trees are adjacent to the wetlands and explained that, rather than removing
the trees, the path should go around the trees.

Secretary McClain thanked the property owners for working with the Agency to ensure the proposal
is in compliance. She remarked that the property owners are good stewards and added that this
would make a great news story in The Glastonbury Citizen, highlighting the proactive approach to
protect the environment. Mr. Davila remarked that he appreciates the feedback and added that they
want to do the work correctly. Ms. McClain agreed with the comments made by the Chair about
preserving trees wherever possible. Mr. Davila said that they are not looking to remove established
healthy trees and explained that there are some dead trees and hazardous trees that they would like
to remove. A survey was done and they noticed a number of downed trees. Mr. Davila said that
they have not addressed this concern with Ms. Simone.

Ms. Simone displayed a GIS slide detailing the elevation and possible vernal pool. She explained
that the purple shaded area is in the 100-foot upland review area. Mr. Davila pointed out the purple
shaded area located near property 2081. He explained that this area has the trees that are dead,
leaning, or pose a hazard. Mr. Temple said that the formation is likely a glacial kettle hole and not a
vernal pool. He spoke about some of the geological features and asked the applicants if the water
was there all year round. Mr. Davila responded that there is no water there presently, and explained
that there was some water pooling around April and May. The area looks saturated compared to
other areas and Mr. Davila added that they purchased the property recently. Commissioner
Comerford asked the property owners if they observed any wildlife, including spring peepers. Mr.
Davila replied that they did not observe any wildlife and conditions are dry. Mr. Comerford said
that removing dead trees and debris is not problematic and explained that living brush serves as a
habitat for wildlife. The living brush should not be removed and he asked the applicants if a
vegetative buffer would be placed around the possible vernal pool area. Mr. Comerford agreed with
the comments made by Ms. McClain. Mr. Davila explained that they had done preliminary research
on wildflowers and pollinator plants and the area will be enhanced with plantings. Mr. Davila said
that the possible vernal pool area contains debris, tires, and engine components. Mr. Comerford
suggested adding wetland plantings around the perimeter of the vernal pool area and suggested
consulting with someone with expertise. Mr. Davila replied that he is open to this and mentioned
E.A. Quinn as a possibility.

Commissioner Patelunas spoke about the Native Plant Document used by larger developments and
suggested looking into the native wetland plantings as a starting point. He spoke about the
problems with clearing brush and logs from the ground and explained that it serves as a habitat and
cover for amphibians. Mr. Patelunas said that salamanders and other wildlife lay eggs under the
leaves and brush. He spoke about the migration season and types of wildlife. Mr. Davila
appreciated the information.

Mr. Temple reiterated that the formation is being called a vernal pool and explained that it is likely
a glacial kettle hole. The applicants indicated that the formation dries out after the rain and
suggested looking into an agency permit. Mr. Temple asked the applicants to mark off potential
trees slated for removal to allow Town staff to go on-site and make an assessment. He agreed with
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Mr. Comerford’s point on avoiding live brush. Mr. Temple said that removing dead trees, tires, and
metal is acceptable. Ms. Simone asked the Agency if a delineation by a soil scientist should be
required. Mr. Temple responded that a soil scientist might not determine whether the formation is a
vernal pool until March. Commissioner Muratore suggested removing the debris and cleaning out
the junk from the site. Clean-up should be minimal and the area might have been a farm dump in
the past. Mr. Temple remarked that there are no signs that the site was a farm dump. The Agency
continued to discuss the proposal.

Mr. Comerford reiterated his point on a vegetative buffer around the formation that is conducive to
the wetlands and wildlife. Mr. Temple asked the Agency if a wetlands evaluation should be
required. Mr. Muratore asked if there was another reasonable alternative. Ms. Simone spoke about
the GIS and an agency permit. Mr. Comerford asked Ms. Simone if she had been to the site. Ms.
Simone replied no. Mr. Comerford said that it would be best if Town staff went to the site and
presented the findings to the Agency. Ms. Simone spoke about the timeline and explained that the
next meeting agenda is packed. Mr. Temple asked the property owners about their timeline. Mr.
Davila responded that they were hoping to get started as soon as possible and added that the site
was left undisturbed.

Ms. McClain suggested a compromise that would allow the property owners to start working on the
site without disturbing the habitat. She suggested putting in some conditions pending a further
review. Agency members agreed that debris removal is acceptable. Mr. Muratore asked the
applicants to mark out the trees and proposed trail layout before a site visit is conducted. The
property owners agreed and explained that they would be willing to adjust the trail to preserve trees.
Mr. Temple noted that the consensus is to proceed with debris and junk removal, mark the trees and
underbrush proposed for removal, and work with Ms. Simone to schedule a site visit. The property
owners agreed; they will contact Ms. Simone about the site visit. Mr. Comerford asked the property
owners to roughly mark the proposed trails; they agreed. Mr. Temple asked the applicants to mark
the leaning trees, unsafe trees, and dead trees as well; they agreed. The Agency continued to discuss
the proposal and timeline. The Agency also discussed a staff-issued permit which would take less
time. Agency members agreed to proceed with an agency permit. Ms. Simone discussed the next
steps and the site visit.

2. Restoration Plan to correct the violations of the Conveyance of Development Rights
and Conservation Restrictions Agreement at 207 Keeney Street

Ms. Simone provided a brief overview of the 207 Keeney Street site and conservation restrictions
agreement associated with the site. Mr. Ian Cole, Professional Wetland Scientist, inspected the site
and created a restoration plan to remove the composting and soil stockpiling located in the
southwestern corner of the site. The Town Attorney had reviewed the report and Ms. Simone
explained that any suggestions or questions would be forwarded to the Town Attorney.

Mr. Matt Bagshaw of EAQ Landscape Contracting introduced himself for the record. They have
been in the composting business for 40 years and explained that they needed more space. The
property owner, a 95-year-old farmer, selected the new location. They were not aware of a
conservation restrictions agreement associated with the site. Mr. Bagshaw said that, had they
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known about this agreement, they would not have conducted any composting on the property. He
explained that they are experienced with restoration and have worked with Ian Cole to come up
with a restoration plan. They have complied with the Town order to find a new location for the
compost. They worked with DEEP to ensure the restoration is done in full compliance. They
removed the leaves and most of the soil. The report from the Soil Scientist states that there were no
inland wetlands or watercourse boundaries in the work zone area. Mr. Bagshaw reiterated that they
are experienced with restoration and would like to put this behind them and get the property owner
in good standing.

Mr. Temple wanted to confirm that the applicants were not aware of the conservation restrictions
agreement and wetlands limit. Mr. Bagshaw said that the property owner told them where to set up
and explained that they were not aware he sold the land rights; they would not have proceeded with
the location had they known about the agreement. Mr. Temple remarked that a good quality survey
map and recommendations were provided. Mr. Bagshaw read out excerpts of the report and noted
that no sediment or runoff issues were found and reiterated that the activity did not impact or
compromise the wetlands. Mr. Temple asked other Commissioners to weigh in.

Mr. Comerford remarked that there are no problems with the restoration plan. Ms. McClain said
that lessons can be learned and spoke about the process of due diligence, rather than relying on the
farmer. Mr. Bagshaw remarked that it is a lesson learned. Mr. Muratore asked for detail on the
restoration. Ms. Simone explained that the report by lan Cole states that the wetland boundary will
be marked, which will be easily identifiable and would prevent encroaching. Mr. Temple remarked
that the restoration is pretty straightforward.

Mr. Muratore asked about importing soil onto the site. Mr. Bagshaw explained the composting
process; they mix leaves with some soil and the resulting product is certified for backfill planting.
The soil going in will be better than what was there previously; the restoration will be in full
compliance. Ms. McClain asked the applicants what they do with the grass clippings. Mr.
Bagshaw responded that they try not to include clippings as it affects the compost. They have a
pretty clean product that they got down to a science. Ms. Simone spoke about the recommended
actions from the report specifying a 2-year commitment for non-native invasives. Mr. Bagshaw
remarked that the whole area was full of invasives and the trees they cut were damaged and had
fallen over. They would be willing to do a spot spray. Ms. Simone asked about the site visit as
specified in the report. Mr. Bagshaw replied that his understanding is that the Town should look at
the site first before it is hydroseeded. Ms. Simone asked if a New England conservation seed mix
would be used. Mr. Bagshaw replied yes.

Mr. Bagshaw explained that summertime is the best time to remove leaves and asked if there was a
way to come to a compromise and allow the leaf compost to be moved from the site. Ms. Simone
spoke about the violation and explained that the information will be forwarded to the Town
Attorney before the Agency can vote on the matter. There was a discussion on the timeline and
next meeting dates. Ms. Simone noted that the item can be added to the next agenda item,
contingent on the input from the Town Attorney. She asked Mr. Bagshaw to limit the presentation
to ten minutes. Mr. Bagshaw agreed.
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II. RECEIVED APPLICATIONS SCHEDULED FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Agency

1. 6-lot Orchard Heights Homes Subdivision — 460 Matson Hill Road - Francis P. & Karin E.
Duggan, applicants

2. Stream sediment removal — 269 Three Mile Road — John Robitaille, applicant

Conservation Commission
One-lot subdivision at 765 Matson Hill Road — Lou Ethier, applicant

The Commission discussed the applications and timeline.

III. COMMENTS BY CITIZENS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS - NONE

IV.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES - Minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 28, 2026

The minutes were approved as presented (4-0-1), with Commissioner Patelunas abstaining.
(Commissioner Patelunas chose to abstain because he was not at the last meeting.)

V. OTHER BUSINESS
1. Chairman’s Report - NONE
2. Commissioner’s Report

There was a brief discussion on grass clippings. Ms. McClain spoke about a past violation of grass
clippings dumped near a wetland. Ms. Simone has not received any complaints about grass
clippings and explained that this type of violation would be filling a wetland. The Commission
briefly discussed nitrogen and moisture content in grass clippings that are beneficial for lawns.

3. Environmental Planner’s Report

The Commission discussed the next meeting. Ms. Simone noted that the packets would be sent out
earlier.

V. ADJOURNMENT

With no other business to discuss, Chair Temple adjourned the meeting at 7:36 P.M.

Respectfully Submitted,

Nadya Yuskaev
Nadya Yuskaev
Recording Secretary
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