STAFF REPORT IWWA APPLICATION, AGENDA ITEMS IL.3
JUNE 25,2026 MEETING

To:  Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency

From: Suzanne Simone, Environmental Planner @

Date: June 18, 2026
Re: IWWA Application: 269 Three Mile Road, Sediment Removal from Stream

Review Documents:
IWWA Application and Narrative
Engineering Department Review, Dated June 16, 2026

Proposal

The applicant seeks a permit to remove accumulated sediment within a stream that flows from
north to south along the frontage of 269 Three Mile Road. The proposal is for the sediment to be
removed by vacuum and the sediment applied to the existing front lawn.

Review

Site Description

The property is approximately 1.06 acres within the Rural Residential Zone. The property
contains two streams, one that flows north to south along the frontage of Three Mile Road, and
one that flows along the south property boundary, crossing under the driveway and discharging
into the stream along the road. Much of the property is within the 100’upland review area.

State-Listed Species
The property is not located within an area of interest in the December 2025 edition of the Natural
Diversity Database. No further action is required.

Water Quality and Drainage
The stream channel is wide and flat along the frontage of Three Mile Road and is channelized
into a narrow weir before flowing under the road and continuing off site.

Mandatory Action Date

The IWWA application was received by and identified on the June 11, 2026 meeting agenda.
The application Date of Receipt (June 11, 2026) makes this application eligible for Agency
action at the June 25, 2026 meeting, if the Agency is satisfied with the scope of work and the
information provided.
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Town GIS base map, two streams shown in blue.
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Phto taken June12 2026: Sedient and pant growth in stream.
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Photo taken June 12, 2026: Close up of sediment and narrow chén,iiel of water flowing to
culvert.
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June 16, 2026

MEMORANDUM

To: Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Agency

Suzanne Simone, Environmental Planner

From: Stephen Braun P.E., Director of Engineering and Highways

Re: #269 Three Mile Road
Stream Maintenance Activities
IWWA Site Plan Permit Application

The Engineering Division has reviewed the application, narrative, and photographs depicting
maintenance activities for the stream that runs along the front yard of #269 Three Mile Road. We
offer the following comments for consideration.

1. The maintenance activities described in the applicant’s narrative appear appropriate for
the impoundment. The original construction of the impoundment created an
environment where the velocity of the stream was artificially slowed down, which results
in sediment settling to the bottom of the impoundment (i.e. stream aggradation). To
reduce the frequency that sediment will need to be removed from the stream in the
future, the applicant could consider lowering the dam and establishing a low-flow thalweg
that would mimic a more natural stream.

2. The applicant proposes to use the excavated material as fill along the frontage of the
property.

a. The fill material should not be placed within the Town’s right-of-way, which
extends approximately 10 feet from the edge of pavement of Three Mile Road
towards the house.

b. Fill should not be placed within 10 feet of the edge of the stream (i.e. the wooden
boards that contain the pond when it is filled). In extreme rain events, the flat
area beyond the stream could serve as a flood plain.

c. Additional topsoil should be added to the fill material to better support grass
establishment.

d. Depending on the final slope of the newly graded area, erosion control matting
or other temporary stabilization measures may be needed to protect the slope
against erosion until the permanent vegetation is established.
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Stream Pond at 269 Three Mile Road

The stream that traverses our property at 269 Three Mile Rd had become a breeding
ground for mosquitoes and bugs, along with the fact that it was an eye sore. What was
initially an effort to clear it of mud, cat tails, reeds and an occasional beer can
(Ballantine Beer) became a project to convert it into something more aesthetically
pleasing. (See the last photo: “Appearance of stream before initial cleaning”).

Pressure treated boards were installed along the stream adjacent to the road to
preclude additional silt and soil from re-entering the stream. For the side next to the
front lawn | constructed a retaining wall by using field stone purchased at local quarries.
All dirt was excavated by hand and placed behind the boards and retaining wall.

Small gravel/pea stone was placed behind the retaining wall so as to ensure drainage
and to prevent ice expansion from happening behind the walls if dirt was used. Then for
ground cover red bark mulch was spread above the retaining walls.

As for flood damage, the highest water level is shown in the photo: “High water mark of
the stream” which is the same as the height of the dam.

Current Clean Up Procedure

There has been a considerable amount of sand build up in the stream bed.
Approximate depths vary between one and one and a half feet. | have contacted a
subcontractor that has a machine with a vacuum hose that will remove sand, silt and
even small (baseball sized) stones from the stream bed. Some of the sand would be
deposited on the side of the stream adjacent to the road so as to make that area easier
to mow. Currently that part of the lawn has a steep grade. The balance could be
unloaded at the Glastonbury Town Garage on New London Turnpike or at the Bulky
Waste Facility on Tryon Street.

Additional cleaning of the stone walls will be done using a pressure washer. The
objective is to return the stream to the way it was. See — “Appearance for several years”
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Stream after completion of initial dirt removal

stone retaining wall work.
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